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THE  SWAIN  SCHOOL  OF  DESIGN 

The  Swain  School  of  Design,  founded  in  1881  at  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  operates  under  a  limited 
Endowment  Fund,  established  under  the  will  of  its  founder,  William  W.  Swain.  While  there  is  no  charge 
for  tuition,  registration  fees  are  assessed  each  student,  as  set  forth  elsewhere  in  this  catalog,  as  a  guarantee 
of  faithful  attendance  and  earnest  endeavor.  The  Swain  School  of  Design  is  accredited  at  the  College 
of  Practical  Arts  and  Letters  of  Boston  University  and  is  a  Charter  Member  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Arts.  The  School  holds  the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  private  school  in  the  State  devoted  exclu- 
sively to  the  teaching  of  Fine  and  Commercial  Arts. 

The  curriculum  of  the  school  includes  a  four  year  course  in  Fine  Art,  Commercial  Art,  and  Costume  and 
Fashion  Illustration,  together  with  Evening,  Saturday  morning  classes,  and  Extension  Courses.  Diplomas 
will  be  awarded  for  successful  completion  of  the  four  year  course.  The  courses  of  study  offer  opportunity 
for  systematic  training  in  art  and  its  application  to  trade  and  industry. 

LOCATION 

New  Bedford  is  a  city  with  a  population  of  approximately  100,000  inhabitants,  situated  in  south-eastern 
Massachusetts  near  the  entrance  to  Buzzards  Bay.  Few  localities  offer  greater  opportunities  to  the  student. 
The  shipping  in  the  harbor  and  the  waterfront  scenes  are  of  unusual  interest  to  the  student  of  marine  sub- 
jects, the  sand  dunes  and  guaint  architecture  of  Cape  Cod, — within  easy  driving  distance  of  the  city — ,  and 
the  surrounding  country  with  its  New  England  farms,  woodland  and  fresh  water  ponds,  present  unlimited 
possibilities  for  out-of-door  study. 

The  school  is  located  in  the  best  residential  district  of  New  Bedford,  but  sufficiently  near  the  business  centre 
to  make  good  stores,  restaurants  and  theatres  easily  accessible. 

ENTRANCE  REQUIREMENTS 

Prior  training  in  the  arts  is  not  reguired,  but  earnestness  of  purpose  and  high  moral  character  are  insisted 
upon.  The  Trustees  reserve  the  right  to  refuse  the  application  of  any  student  who  does  not  meet  these  or 
any  other  gualifications  which  the  Trustees  may  demand. 
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REQUIREMENTS  FOR  DIPLOMA 

Students  entering  the  school  as  candidates  for  the  diploma  are  required  to  pursue  a  definite  course  of 
study.  This  course  requires  a  period  of  four  years  with  a  total  of  one  hundred  credit  hours.  For  each  hour 
devoted  to  a  subject  covering  a  period  of  thirty-four  weeks  one  credit  hour  will  be  recorded. 

Applicants  must  have  passed  their  sixteenth  birthday.  Although  a  high  school  diploma  is  not  necessary  for 
entrance,  preference  will  be  given  to  high  school  graduates. 

With  the  exception  of  students  transferring  from  other  schools  and  entitled  to  advanced  rating,  no  profes- 
sional subject  will  be  permitted  to  be  included  during  the  freshman  year. 

All  first  year  students  are  required  to  study  cast  and  still  life  drawing  at  least  one  period  each  week. 

Students  are  required  to  devote  not  less  than  ten  hours  per  week  for  a  period  of  three  years  to  their  major 
subject  or  field  of  concentration. 

Students  whose  absences  equal  twenty  per  cent  of  the  total  class  sessions,  in  any  one  subject,  will  receive 
no  credit  for  the  course  and  will  be  required  to  repeat  the  subject  in  the  event  that  it  should  be  one  which 
is  required  for  graduation. 

An  average  grade  of  C  is  required  for  graduation. 


REQUIREMENTS  FOR  SECONDARY  COURSES 

No  prior  art  education  is  required  of  students  applying  for  admission  to  the  Evening,  Saturday  Morning, 
and  Extension  classes.  Most  subjects  included  in  the  day  school  are  repeated  in  the  evening  classes. 
The  same  rules  governing  the  day  departments  of  the  school  are  enforced. 

Children  of  ten  years  of  age  and  older  are  admitted  to  Saturday  Morning  classes.  Application  for  ad- 
mission must  be  made  by  the  parent  or  guardian  on  or  before  the  opening  of  a  school  term. 

Special  Saturday  Morning  classes  are  available  for  adults.  Application  must  be  made  on  or  before  the 
opening  of  a  school  term. 

Irregularity  of  attendance  is  considered  sufficient  reason  for  dropping  a  student  from  the  school. 

Students  are  admitted  to  all  classes  during  the  school  year  when  vacancies  exist. 
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SPECIAL  STUDENTS 

A  limited  number  of  students  will  be  admitted  to  follow  special  courses  in  any  of  the  subjects  offered  in  this 
catalog  and  admission  of  such  student  will  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  director  and  he  will  determine  the 
courses  to  be  studied. 

DISMISSAL  OF  STUDENTS 

The  school  reserves  the  right  to  drop  any  student  who  fails  to  meet  class  requirements  or  for  disciplinary 
reasons. 

LIVING  ACCOMMODATIONS 

Although  there  are  no  dormitories  operated  by  the  school,  there  are  ample  facilities  for  the  housing  of 
out-of-town  students  desiring  to  reside  near  the  school.  Excellent  rooms  in  the  homes  of  private  families, 
residing  in  the  better  part  of  the  residential  section  of  New  Bedford,  may  be  obtained  with  or  without 
board  at  nominal  rates.  There  are  also  rooms  available  at  the  Young  Women's  Christian  Association  and 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  All  rooms  to  be  occupied  by  incoming  students  are  inspected  by  a 
representative  of  the  school  before  being  recommended  and  approved. 

CALENDAR 

Day  Classes,  September  26th  to  May  20th.  (Minimum  age  limit  is  sixteen.) 

Evening  Classes,  October  3rd  to  April  28th.  (Minimum  age  limit  is  sixteen.) 

Saturday  Morning  Classes,  October  29th  to  May  6th.  (Minimum  age  for  admission  to  the  Children's  Class 
is  ten.) 

The  school  observes  a  few  special  holidays  announced  during  the  school  year.  Holidays  covering  a  period 
of  one  week  or  more  occur  at  Christmas  and  in  the  Spring. 

Students  may  enter  on  the  first  Monday  of  each  month  during  the  school  year,  when  vacancies  exist. 

Day  Classes  are  in  session— 9:00  A.M.-11:45  A.M.        1:30  P.M.-3:30  P.M. 

Evening  Classes  are  in  session — Mon.,  Thurs.,  Fri.,  evenings    7:30  P.M.-9:30  P.M. 

Saturday  Morning  Classes  are  in  session — 9:30  A.M.-11:45  A.M. 

Students  are  required  to  supply  their  own  materials  which  may  be  purchased  at  the  school  at  student  rates. 
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The  CLUB 


REGISTRATION  AND  FEES 

Fees  may  be  paid  in  one  sum,  or  if  preferred  in  three  installments.  When  applicants  divide  the  payment  in 
three  installments,  PAYMENTS  ARE  DUE  AND  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE  on  the  day  of  entrance,  and  the 
first  Monday  of  January  and  March. 

Per  Per 

Term  Year 

Full  Time  (Ten  half  days  per  week,  Morning  and  Afternoon) $20  $60 

Part  Time  (Five  half  days  per  week,  Morning  or  Afternoon) 10  30 

Night  School  (Monday,  Stags?  and  Friday,  7:30  to  9:30  P.M.) 7  20 

Saturday's  Children's  Class  (Saturdays  9:30  A.M.  to  11:45  A.M.    Minimum  age  limit 

10  years) 4  10 

Saturday  Adult  Classes  (Minimum  age  limit  17  years) 4  10 

Photography,  Extension  Course  (20  lessons,  two  terms) 6  12 

Show  Card  Lettering,  Extension  Course  (20  lessons,  two  terms) 6  12 

The  Theory  and  Use  of  Color,  Extension  Course  (10  lessons,  two  terms) 3  6 

The  advantage  of  the  lower  registration  fees  can  be  allowed  only  when  the  total  amount, 
as  specified,  is  paid  within  the  first  month  of  the  school  year. 

Registration  fees  are  not  returnable,  in  whole  or  in  part,  for  any  cause  whatever.  AD- 
MITTANCE TO  CLASSES  WILL  BE  REFUSED  UNLESS  REGISTRATION  FEE  IS  PAID. 

Model  Fee  (Freshmen,  Evening  and  Saturday  Students  exempt) $1.50        $3.00 

This  charge  is  made  to  assist  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  models,  and  assures 
models  for  a  period  of  twenty-three  sessions. 

Freshmen  Laboratory  Fee 2.00 

Drawing  Board  Rental  (returnable) 1.00 

Locker 1.00 

Locker  Key  (returnable) .35 
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REGULAR   FOUR   YEAR   COURSES   OF   INSTRUCTION 


FINE  ARTS 


The  aim  of  the  Department  of  Fine  Arts  is  three  fold:  first,  to  provide  a  sound  training  in  drawing  and  the 
fundamentals  of  color;  second,  to  give  practical  experience  in  the  methods  and  processes  of  painting,  and 
third,  to  offer  students  the  opportunity  to  develop  their  own  ideas  in  technigue. 

Intensive  study  is  reguired  in  anatomy  and  the  figure;  drawing  from  the  antigue;  perspective;  still-life; 
composition;  and  when  the  weather  permits,  drawing  and  painting  from  nature.  Additional  subjects  supple- 
ment the  course.  Students  are  given  permission  to  major  in  any  one  of  the  different  media  employed  in 
the  department.  The  importance  of  developing  originality  is  stressed.  Lectures  on  the  various  schools  of 
painting  are  included. 


COMMERCIAL  ART  AND  DESIGN 

This  course  is  for  the  purpose  of  training  students  in  the  different  phases  of  Advertising  Art  and  Industrial 
Design.  In  the  preparation  of  drawings  and  paintings  for  reproduction,  due  consideration  is  given  the 
methods  and  processes  necessary  for  the  printing  and  engraving  of  the  project. 

The  course  includes  exercises  in  color,  design,  life  drawing,  pencil,  pen  and  ink,  water  color,  oil,  and 
anatomy. 

The  principles  of  composition,  modern  poster  design,  cartooning,  rapid  pen  and  brush  lettering  are  em- 
braced in  the  course.  Assignments  are  given  to  develop  the  sense  of  balance  and  tone  in  spacing,  together 
with  the  compositional  arrangement  of  illustration  and  text  necessary  in  professional  problems. 

From  the  first  pencil  layouts,  preliminary  drawings  develop  to  finished  drawings  to  be  used  as  newspaper 
or  magazine  illustrations,  general  advertising,  posters,  booklets,  cover  designs  and  merchandising  projects. 
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COSTUME  DESIGN  AND  FASHION  ILLUSTRATION 

The  ever  increasing  demand  for  fashion  illustrators,  costume  designers,  stylists  and  visualizers  constantly 
requires  the  services  of  young  men  and  women  specializing  in  this  branch  of  creative  art. 

A  well  defined  sequence  of  progression  has  been  developed,  beginning  first  with  a  knowledge  of  the  stick 
figure  and  its  importance  in  aiding  the  development  of  action  in  fashion  illustration,  and  then  by  easy 
stages  advancing  to  the  drawing  from  the  human  figure.  The  student  is  taught  to  use  originality  in  design 
and  expression  and  to  acquire  through  practical  class  assignments  the  ability  to  illustrate  the  ideal  and 
stylized  fashion  figure. 

The  outline  of  the  course  includes  rendering  in  various  techniques  and  media  as  required  by  the  manu- 
facturer, engraver  and  publisher,  principles  of  advertising  and  style  forecasting,  lecture  courses  pertaining 
to  the  History  of  Costume,  Fabrics,  Design  and  Accessories. 

A  complete  understanding  of  the  costume  as  related  to  the  stage,  lighting,  accessories,  and  masks  are 
included  in  the  course. 


REGULAR  EVENING  DEPARTMENT 

The  Evening  Classes  form  an  important  department  of  the  School.  Men,  women,  and  young  people  who 
are  employed  during  the  day,  or  for  other  reasons  are  unable  to  attend  the  Day  School,  are  offered  prac- 
tically the  same  opportunities,  excepting  some  of  the  lecture  courses,  as  students  enrolled  in  other  depart- 
ments of  the  school. 

The  Evening  Division  duplicates  to  a  great  extent  the  regular  work  of  the  Day  School  and  includes  all 
of  the  essentials  required  in  the  learning  of  drawing  and  painting.  Students  have  the  privilege  of 
selecting  their  own  subject  matter  and  field  of  concentration.  The  instructors  willingly  co-operate  to  arrange 
a  program  of  study  to  meet  special  requirements. 

The  minimum  age  limit  for  students  entering  the  evening  classes  is  sixteen  years.  Certificates  of  accomplish- 
ment are  awarded  students  completing  four  years  of  systematic  study. 
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SATURDAY  MORNING  CLASSES 

Several  classes  are  maintained  Saturday  morning  for  children  and  adults.  The  first  class  accommodates 
children  between  the  age  of  ten  and  twelve.  In  this  class,  children  develop  a  love  for  creative  expression 
in  line  and  form  through  the  making  of  objects  ordinarily  classified  with  arts  and  crafts.  The  projects  com- 
pleted in  this  division  are  practical  and  form  a  basis  for  successfully  pursuing  the  work  in  the  other  classes. 

A  class  for  children  between  the  age  of  twelve  and  fourteen  trains  the  student  in  the  fundamentals  of 
drawing  and  painting,  and  furnishes  the  necessary  training  to  enter  the  courses  prerequisite  to  the  Com- 
mercial and  Fine  Arts  group. 

Students  of  Junior  High  and  High  School  age  may  register  in  one  of  the  upper  classes  designed  to  instruct 
the  principles  of  Creative  Art,  both  for  advertising  and  fashion  illustration. 

Adult  classes  are  maintained  for  the  teaching  of  the  different  phases  of  Fine  Arts.  The  minimum  age  limit 
in  this  class  is  seventeen.  Oil  and  Water  Color  Painting,  Pastels,  Charcoal  and  Tempera  are  used  in  this 
department. 


EVENING  EXTENSION  COURSES 

The  Swain  School  of  Design  conducts  through  the  winter  months  a  series  of  courses  requiring  a  minimum 
of  attendance  and  registration  fee.  The  object  of  extension  courses  is  to  provide  education  in  popular  sub- 
jects for  persons  with  a  limited  amount  of  time  and  for  those  who  are  unable  to  attend  the  regular 
departments  of  the  school. 

In  most  instances,  all  extension  courses  are  in  session  but  one  evening  per  week,  and  continue  for  a  period 
of  not  more  than  twenty  weeks.  Unless  otherwise  specified,  the  registration  fee  for  each  specific  course 
covers  all  expenses. 

In  addition  to  the  subjects  included  in  this  catalog  under  the  Extension  Department,  other  courses  will  be 
added  and  announced  at  the  beginning  of  each  school  term. 

Students  completing  an  extension  course  are  qualified  to  receive  credit  equal  to  the  actual  number  of 
hours  devoted  to  the  course. 
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EVENING   EXTENSION   COURSES 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

The  course  includes  a  thorough  working  knowledge  of  the  various  popular  type  cameras;  a  demonstration 
of  lenses,  illustrating  their  advantages  and  limitations;  the  use  of  different  emulsions  and  their  relative 
speed;  the  selection  and  use  of  developers;  demonstrations  in  the  art  of  printing  the  negative  and  in  the 
selection  of  the  proper  paper.  The  study  of  enlarging  completes  the  training.  Practical  working  assign- 
ments from  the  taking  of  the  picture  to  its  completion  is  afforded  each  member  of  the  class.  Classes  meet 
one  evening  each  week  for  a  period  of  twenty  weeks,  and  are  in  session  from  7:30  to  9:30  on  Monday, 
beginning  the  first  Monday  of  October. 


SHOW  CARD  LETTERING 

This  class  is  in  session  each  Monday  evening  between  the  hours  of  7:30  and  9:30  P.M.  for  a  period  of 
twenty  weeks,  beginning  the  first  Monday  of  October.  The  aim  of  the  course  is  to  satisfactorily  eguip  each 
student  with  the  knowledge  of  pure  design,  lettering,  layout  and  color.  Personal  instruction  is  given  each 
student  by  a  competent  instructor  who  for  many  years  was  actively  engaged  in  the  profession.  The  number 
of  first  year  students  accepted  for  this  course  is  necessarily  limited. 


THEORY  AND  USE  OF  COLOR 

The  Dr.  Ross  Theory  of  Color  as  used  at  Harvard  and  Radcliffe,  is  the  basis  of  this  course.  The  subject 
is  treated  as  a  lecture  course.  Students  desiring  to  complete  the  laboratory  requirements  are  given  the 
opportunity  to  do  so. 

Teachers,  students  of  drawing  and  painting,  interior  decorators,  designers,  and  fashion  stylists  will  find 
this  course  of  extreme  importance,  and  the  material  of  the  course  applicable  in  numerous  practical  fields. 
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